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Commissioner for Patents 

The reply filed on 1 1/2/07 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): the 
restriction election is incomplete as to the restriction requirement mailed 10/2/07. Sec 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned 
reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, 
whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS 
TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
Applicant was required to elect the following, alongwith the election of the invention: 

Requirement for election of a single nanoparticle as the Invention 
Any nanoparticle comprising a hydrophobic polymeric core, a hydrophilic linking agent 
bound to said core, and a biofunctional material that can bind adhesions on microorganisms 
bound to said linking agent - none of which have been claimed by structure or chemical name - 
constitutes a distinct compound, absent evidence to the contrary that a search of any and finding 
thereof! will also render any other an obvious variation. Absent such in writing, Applicant must 
elect and completely identify (by complete compound structure or chemical name) a single 
nanoparticle comprising a hydrophobic polymeric core, a hydrophilic linking agent bound to said 
core, and a biofunctional material that can bind adhesions on microorganisms bound to said 
linkingagent. OR a single common core among 1 or more of said nanoparticles which is 
deemed to be novel, which will allow a coextensive search of said 1 or more. Absent novelty of 
the core, though, the search once again turns upon an individual search of each distinct 
nanoparticle - constituting an undue search burden. Should Applicant identify such a core, any 
art on this Core will be applied as art upon the entire assembly(ies). Therefore, irrespective of 
Which Group is elected as the invention, Applicant must elect either a single complete 
nanoparticle or a novel common core among 1 or more nanoparticles, to which the elected 
Invention group will be searched. This requirement is not to be taken as an election of 
species, but rather as an election of a single invention, since each compound is assumed to be a 
Patentably distinct Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete 
must include an; election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CRF 1.143). 



Which was clarified by Applicant in the interview summary of 10/29/07: 



"Applicant telephoned to discuss the outstandinq restriction requirement 
qenerallyand to clarify that the election of a fully defined structure (or at least 
substantial core as to the relevant structure therein (biofunctional material) as to 
the composition is an election of the invention as to the elected Group, rather 
than a species election. Applicant's interpretation is correct. The response will likely be 
forthcoming this next week." 

However, Applicant's response 11/2/07 omitted to address the above: 

"In response to the Restriction Requirement in the Office Action dated October 2, 
2007, Applicants, through and by their representative, elect the claims of Invention 
III, drawn to a method of agglomerating microorganisms, for examination on the 
merits, without traverse. New claims 46-69 are directed to the elected invention.'' 

Until Applicant satisfies the restriction requirement election, the elected invention cannot be reasonably searched. 
Conclusion 

No claims are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to MAURY AUDET 

whose telephone number is (571)272-0960. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 7AM-5:30PM (10 Hrs.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Cecilia Tsang can be reached 571-272- 

0562. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 

Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 

unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 

direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 

866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MA, 3/15/08 

/Maury Audet/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1654 
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